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CARLISE HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORT WORKING GROUP

Meeting date: 05 December 2017

From: Corporate Director – Economy and Highways

HADRIAN’S CYCLE ROUTE - NATIONAL CYCLE ROUTE 72
(CARLISLE – CUMBERLAND INFIRMARY LINK)

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report seeks a recommendation from the Highways and Transport 
Working Group that the Local Committee agree to progressing some 
feasibility and design work for improvements along National Cycle 
Route 72 (Hadrian’s Cycle Route).

1.2 The scheme will be funded by local business in advance.

1.3 This report does not seek approval to make any physical changes at 
this stage. A further report will be developed and presented to the 
Highways and Transport Working Group for consideration should the 
Local Committee agree the Recommendation.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The Working Group is asked to recommend that Local Committee 
approve the feasibility and design works required to progress the 
scheme.

2.2 The proposal is being supported by Carlisle City Council, SusTrans 
and Carlisle City Cycling groups.

2.3 There is no requirement for an Equality Impact Assessment at this 
stage. An equality Impact Assessment will be undertaken prior to any 
proposal being brought back to the Group for consideration.

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1 That the Working Group recommends that Local Committee approve 
that feasibility and design works are undertaken for improvements 
along National Cycle Route 72 (Hadrian’s Cycle Route).



4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 The Hadrians Cycle route (National Route No 72) starts at Muncaster and 
heads north following the coastline of Cumbria. The route follows the 
shoreline of the Solway before heading east and through Carlisle. Once out 
of Carlisle the route heads east following Hadrians Wall all the way to South 
Shields (shown as a yellow line on the plan below).

4.2 Recognising that the western end of the route is not as desirable for cyclists 
and cycle tourism, as the remainder of the route, Sustrans are bidding for 
funding to improve the western end of the route. Unfortunately applications 
for funding urban area improvements are not being considered.

4.3 It is generally the urban section of the route that is regarded as poor quality 
and could be considered to have a negative impact on cycle tourism within 
the area.

4.4 A Local Business has approached Carlisle City Council and Cumbria County 
Council with an offer to fund some of the improvements considered 
necessary along the route within the City that is not supported by other 
funding.

4.5 At an early meeting (held 15/11/2017) between the City Council, the County 
Council, the Local Business, Sustrans and Carlisle City Cycling group 
County Council Officers were asked to seek approval from the Carlisle Local 
Committee so that progress could be made in the development of a scheme.

4.6 Officers agreed to take a proposal to the Highways and Transport Working 
Group at the earliest opportunity recommending to the Local Committee that 
further work be permitted on the development of the scheme.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Members can approve the recommendation.

5.2 Members can refuse to make the Recommendation.



6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 The proposal has a low financial risk. Funding for the scheme will be 
provided through local business in advance.

6.2 A small amount of resources will be required to facilitate the scheme and 
report back to the Highways and Transport Working Group.

6.3 The County Council is not expecting any additional maintenance liability.

6.4 The feasibility and design work is intended to clarify the resource and value 
for money implications of any potential improvements.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 The County Council may have a statutory duty to maintain parts of the 
existing route. In certain circumstances the Council could be held liable for 
injury damage or loss caused to users as a result of failure to take 
responsible precautions to secure their safe use of the route.

7.2 It is not clear at this stage if any land which may be required for any 
improvements would have any legal implications.

7.3 The feasibility and design work is intended to clarify the legal implications of 
any potential improvements.

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 At this stage the scheme is considered low risk, and should remain so with 
private funding secured in advance.

8.2 The proposed feasibility and design work, if undertaken, should provide the 
Local Committee with a more detailed proposal about the improvements.

8.3 The scheme is considered desirable. Improvements to the existing cycle 
network reduce demand on the highway, provide cycle tourism, improve 
health, reduced CO2 and access to the countryside.

8.4 By making the most of local business, and financial support offers we 
receive we may be able to fund more schemes and more improvements in 
the future.

Dominic Donnini
Corporate Director – Economy and Highways
November 2017

Electoral Divisions: All

Executive Decision Yes

Key Decision No



If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No

N/AIf exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

NoHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

NoHas an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 
expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained.

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS

No previous relevant decisions.

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers.
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